Recycling competition benefits
environment, barracks, Okinawa
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Rachael Nelson, an environmental scientist for Facilities Engineer Division
on Camps Foster and Lester, checks waste discrepancies at a barracks for
the Recycling Competition held between Feb. 14 and April 22. 2R 14H
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Wiaste generated within U.S. military
installations is taken out to the local com-
munities for disposal. Given the limited
capacity of the island’s landfill, recycling is
the key to reducing the waste.

For the fiscal year 2010, 19 tons of re-
cyclables, such as plastics, aluminum cans
and glass, were collected on Camp Foster
alone, according to Dennis F. Gamad,

™™= anenvironmental
: :é protection specialist
P with the Recycling
Cans Section, Environmen-
tal Branch, Facilities

Engineer Division.
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fLor— To strengthen the
recycling efforts, the
environmental team
for Camps Foster and
Lester ran a recycling
competition for the
residents of the 10
bachelor enlisted quar-
ters Feb. 14 through
April 22,

'The competi-
tion was designed
to increase recy-
cling participation,
minimize recycling
discrepancies, enhance
recycling awareness
and reward barracks
tenants for their ef-
forts to comply with
Marine Corps Bases
Japan Order 5090.4.
'The order directs all
commands, tenant
activities, contractors
and family members
to recycle and reuse materials and to reduce
solid waste generation.

“To be good ambassadors to our host
nation, we must comply with and respect
their environmental laws,” said Rachael W,
Nelson, an environmental scientist for FE
on Camps Foster and Lester. “Environ-
mental compliance ensures a positive re-
flection of the Marine Corps community.”

Nelson and Tomoyoshi Kiyuna, an
environmental protection specialist with
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FE on Camps Foster and Lester, oversaw
the competition.

“We set the rules, wrote the letter of
intent, collected and tallied discrepancies
and, based on Environmental Manage-
ment Plans Recycling Guidelines, wrote
and announced the winners,” said Nelson.

EMP lists which items are recyclable,
such as aluminum, glass, paper and plastic,
and how to separate the items into their
respective categories. Recyclable items
that were not properly separated accord-
ing to EMP counted as a discrepancy. The
barracks with the fewest discrepancies was
declared the winner.

Nelson and Kiyuna visited the bar-
racks weekly to document discrepancies.
Barracks tenants were encouraged to take
advantage of weekly cleanings to promote
recycling awareness.

The participants were very engaged in
the competition, said Nelson.

“Some even asked me how they could
win the competition,” she added.

The winning barracks was on Camp
Foster and has 306 occupants from Marine
Wing Support Squadron 172 and Ma-
rine Wing Support Group 17, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing.

During the 10-week competition, the
winning barracks had 15 recycling discrep-
ancies. Typically, the discrepancy was not
removing the cap or label from plastic PET
bottles or flattening cardboard boxes.

'The participants enjoyed the competi-
tion and were happy to be rewarded for
good behavior.

“There really are no losers in this
competition,” said Nelson. “All partici-
pants win through their achievements in
following mandated recycling orders and
respecting our host nation’s environmental
laws.”
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Recycling guidelines are set by a Marine Corps Bases
Japan Order. It provides information on categories of
recyclables, such as white paper, colored paper, PET
bottles, plastic bottles and other plastics. 7& B K5 Fe R
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Each barracks has waste containers for cans, glass
bottoles, plastics bottles, plastic containers and paper.
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