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Prefecture, is one of the places where the
March 11 tsunami wreaked havoc. When the
island was left without water and electricity,
the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit delivered
food, water and hygiene supplies in conjunc-
tion with the Japan Self-Defense Force as
part of Operation Tomodachi. The MEU

also assisted local government authorities and
personnel in removing debris.

to 8th grade and were selected based on

an essay contest sponsored by the Disaster
Response Center in Oshima.

“T don’t know if I would have wanted to
try the home-stay if it had been a regular
program,” said Asuka Kikuta, a 13-year-
old student. “I wanted to meet the Marines
who helped Oshima’s recovery.”

Service members who helped the pro-
gram made good impressions on many of
Oshima’s citizens.

“U.S. service members always show a
smile. When they are on duty, I see they
work hard to help others,” said Akira
Kikuta, a middle-school student.
[;;{S"‘"‘ . 7 L T During a pool party held as a part of the
: é‘ el - : exchange, Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri, com-
s = » aall manding general of Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler and Marine Corps Installa-
tions Pacific, expressed his thanks to the

students, chaperones and host families for Hironobu Sugawara, a member of Kesennuma City Assembly and head of the delegation for
their participation in the program. the home-stay program, speaks about Oshima’s experience during the March 11 tsunami
e were numerous A [y . during his prestlent'ation on Camp Foster Aug. 8. Bepresentatives fr_om n?unicipalitigs on
Okinawa were invited to listen to the presentation and ask questions, in order to improve
_ volunteered because they wanted to make their emergency responsiveness. He also talked about the help the residents there received
_ (top? Nodoka Onodera, a student from Osh!ma, and _ the Japanese families a part of their own, from the Marine Corps. “On April 1, 177 Marines with equipment landed at Oshima,” said
gy '2riah Esskuchen break the language barvier and build and I wish you could hear the laughter and Sugawara. "We offered transportation but they knew we were short of fuel, so they walked
a friendship during the home-sﬁay program, Whlcr_‘_t°°k :ovIh . df S i about 1.7 kilometers carrying heavy items. When the Marines arrived at the site where they
place Aug.6-9. 8A69HICTTONAK—ARTA T Joy | have witnesse 'rom et removed debris, the first thing they did was line up and offer a prayer for the victims. | was
AJS5AT, SEOEEABATRBEZEVNLNES few days,” said Talleri. trulymoved.” 8A8H. F+ 7 - 7425 —T. 3A11HDRBETHOREDERER
MEeALERUT7 - TRFa—-2 v boA. The hosts did everything they could to FTRIWBHTRRBETHR—LRATATOAI S LI EZEOERBES A HMEBRADTHHET

' Ji (left) Asuka Kikuta says goodbye to her host family, e dech HESbAMsh, SEOBRRABREMERICRITIEHERS ADFEEME 2 LHH

| Claire Haas (right) and Anne Haas before the departure Sotertai MEetLCCHBIANCIEARRIO NS, ELE., BREARES. BEBDSSIAHBICOVTHELE, [4R1H, 1778

§ after spending four days together Aug. 6-9. 8 6-9H “T asked the students what they wanted DEEMSEESMNABICEELE L., BEHTS EMUME LA, RENSEN

?3?%1&—%5@2%2;%\:"1 |‘775;;‘2 to do and told them I would make their DEH>THWTEVNFEYZEA-T1L7¥02 5V T<hFLE, RIBICRBELTTS
TN=RB P PR A S ; 9 i Wnileny Qi ISUEN, BUBREEBITFEILE2720TT. TheRTBEBLELE. |

DRNERLUFEHBRAES v A. wish come true,” said Kelko. Smg::rhouse, a Photo by Pfc. Brianna Turner

Photos by Hiroko Tamaki host for two boys from Oshima. “They »

L www:Kanji.okinawa.usme.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html  FALL 2011 « Bic CircLe+ 5



-

esl Beaton (ngh_t) ‘te;ll_(s to Sae Ha-a(e;;ma and Ami Eorgaafsu. the
tudents from Oshima Island her family hosted, at the pool party on
amp Foster during the home-stay program, which took place Aug. 6-9.

 A6-9BDHR—ARTATATSLADHBPIC $4>7 - TR

' —TITbNET — IV IS—F 14 —T. REDPSREBLBEL A
- MABRE pAICELMTFZY—EI - E— b EA.

»

e B %% K 7"’ b X N
ZcTonwi1BL 28 F b >
0 Sy mMmeEgEMm L >
g T ExRLMEELY X 7
> h “Flhxfkvyd +f
L k130 F T 5 7
* SERBRYTHER T
3 W o T Y fE W =
A ke r®EAKXKEHL b2
Zé @ﬂﬂi% Uf‘)%k{?ﬁ %
2 rEEE£ER.8TsTF
Bk ey lLBR=EREQ an
8 S0k x ﬁ%ﬂé |
£ BLAP2%Es5TH I
5 EClAELET g 2

b 3 = *Lg
Ef %hb\ A b‘g%ﬁ A
% vr«:ﬁ]\ T—, BL\t 7
& BmEBLBESH R YA 0
B o5 2 % | 2.

ANECHBF—CSNNTNSETEMS AR vy CRSIE ACANCHBIANGS YT U

TR  ATHEAPTHO I AIAY LGN SRR LGS s otHDBEMOT
I-STHWR CRIMSGRTEMBEI M AFCHIA  FAFET | AMES LSy DT NN

K

=

ot

53

t

7

1

H

*
_ B E R T U
ERBE 77 CEE L KT =)
EH D XHADL A @ x
DEAYFETH L EN X
BEBEAHD 257 FD )
EBEQO 27 AE 7L E £
/\/\‘Lglﬁ—( B H I ew X
o &mpyWhzERY ° O A
Lehd 22731 = 4
fC"CzéEf‘: A R & X =
BdhasshznyY > A AN
SrSEcEros {573
R T S R ®
WhyleBhzEg 7T )
coxy AT L g 2
By EeRXSANkE g
2 ASFww £ 4 Iz
W IE'(“FP VF U B2 F
« v NE W Hu (] (A

wanted to experience both Okinawan and
American culture, so I took them to the movies
and the aquarium, and we alternated between
American and Okinawan restaurants to give
them a variety of experiences here.”

Some chaperones had concerns about the
language barrier, but it proved not to be a
problem.

“I was anxious because I didn’t know how
hard the language would be for my daughter,
but the welcoming smile of our hosts melted
down the language barrier and I learned we can
communicate without language,” said Kumiko
Sugawara, whose 11-year-old daughter attended
the program.

Mina Onodera said she and her daughter
Nodoka enjoyed their stay in Okinawa and time
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shared with their host family.

“My daughter cried last night because she did
not want to leave,” said Onodera.

Thanks to the home-stay program and the
Marine Corps, the children were afforded a
chance, for a time, to be freed from their worries
about the problems facing them and their par-
ents at home, said Hironobu Sugawara, the head
of the delegation for the program.

“We suffered a great loss that day,” said
Sugawara. “We lost 31 people and some are
still missing, We received a lot of support from
Japan, Okinawa, the self-defense forces, but
most of all from the Marine Corps. I would like
to express my deep gratitude for everything you
have given us both back in Oshima and here
with the home-stay program.”
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